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1743)  was  opened  for  the  'Reception  of  Fa - 
tients  on  March  29,  1744  ;  and  ’ twas  agreed 
by  the  Right  Hon .  the  Earl  ^Northampton, 
Prefident ,  Earl  of  Halifax,  reft 

of  the  Governors  then  prefent ,  /to/  /tor  united 
f  hanks  Jhould  be  given  to  the  Rev .  Dr .  Ri¬ 
chard  Grey  for  his  excellent  Sermon  preached 
that  Day  before  them  %  and  that  he  fhould  be 
requefted  to  print  the  fame  5  to  which  he  rea¬ 
dily  confented ,  generoufty  delivered  the 

Copy  to  the  Society 5  defining  that  the  Property 
of  it  might  be  vefted  in  the  Governors 5  to  be 
fold  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Charity. 
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MATT.  xxv.  37,  38,  39,  40. 

Then  fhall  the  Righteous  anfwer  unto 
Him>  faying ,  Lord ,  when  faw  we 
Thee  an  hungred ,  and  fed  Thee  f 
Cr  thirfiy ,  and  gave  Thee  Drink  P 
When  faw  we  Thee  a  Stranger ,  and 
took  Thee  in  P  or  naked ,  and 
cloathed  Thee  P 

Or  when  faw  we  Thee  Sick,  or  in 
Prifon ,  and  came  unto  Thee  f 
And  the  King  floall  anfwer ,  and  fay 
unto  them ,  Verily ,  I  fay  unto you , 
in  as  much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  leaf  of  thefe  my  Bre- 
thren ,  ye  have  done  it  unto  Me. 

WE  are  met  together  this  Day,  to 
open,  with  that  Solemnity  which, 
is  ufual  and  decent  upon  fuch  pious 
Occafions,  a  truly  Charitable  and  Excellent 
Work  :  To  give  God  Thanks  for  the  Sue- 
cefs  it  has  hitherto  met  with,  and  to  implore 
his  Goodnefs  to  profper  and  perpetuate  what 

is 


is  thus  happily  begun  :  To  make  our  Ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  thofe  worthy  Perfons,  by 
whofe  unwearied  Zeal  and  Induftry  it  hath 
been  brought  forward  to  its  prefent  Maturity : 
To  give  it  additional  Strength  and  Credit, 
by  this  Publick  Countenance  and  Support  : 
And,  laftly,  to  manifeft  our  Love  both  of 
God  and  Man,  by  openly  and  profeffedly 
uniting  in  fo  laudable  and  exemplary  ant 
Expreffion  of  it* 

It  will  not  therefore  be  mv  Bufinels,  as 
a  Preacher,  fo  much  to  convince  you  of  the 
Obligations  you  are  under  to  Works  of  Cha¬ 
rity  and  Mercy,  as  to  animate  and  excite 
you  to  abound  in  them  more  and  more  (a)  ;  to 
improve  and  heighten  the  Good  Difpofitions 
you  have  already  given  a  Proof  of,  and  to 
invite  and  perfuade  Others  to  follow  your  Ex¬ 
ample  5  to  befeech  Thofe  who  are  yet  be¬ 
hind  us  in  this  Labour  of  Love ,  to  fulfil  our 
Joy  in  being  like-minded  (b)  ;  in  flhewing  the 
fame  tender  Senfe  of  the  Mifery  of  the  Af¬ 
flicted,  the  fame  Readinefs  to  relieve  their 
Wants,  and  to  minifter  to  their  Neceflities. 

With  this  View  it  is,  that  I  have  laid 
before  you,  in  the  Words  of  the  Text,  a 
Motive  to  Works  of  CHARITY  of  all 
others  the  moft  powerful  and  endearing  : 
The  Declaration  here  made  by  our  Bleffed 
Lord,  That  whatever  Adis  of  Kindnefs  and 

Pity 

(a)  i  Thef.iv.  1,  (b)  Phil.  ii.  2, 


* 
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Pity  we  have  done  to  the  Poor ,  Jhall ,  the 

Day  of  Judgment ,  ^  accepted  by  Him , 
dW  to  HimfelJ  being  an  Argument  for  the 
enforcing  of  this  Duty,  as  much  fuperior  to 
every  other  Confideration,  as  the  Religion 
of  Chrift  is,  in  its  Tendency  to  promote  it, 
fuperior  to  every  other  Religion. 

This  will  more  fully  appear  if  we  con- 
fider, 

I.  Firjl ,  The  Chara&er  and  Relation 
under  which  the  Poor  are  here  repre- 
fented ; 

II.  Seco?idly ,  The  Perfon,  who  thus  gra- 
cioufly  accepts  the  Good  Offices  we  do 
them  ;  and 

III.  Thirdly ,  The  Service  itfelf,  upon 
which  He  condefcends  to  fet  fo  great 
a  Value, 

Of  thefe  as  briefly"  as  I  can,  that  I  may 
have  the  more  time  to  enlarge  upon  the  par¬ 
ticular  Oecafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting. 

I.  The  Objedts  of  our  Charity,  taken 
Notice  of  in  the  Text,  are  the  Hungry  and 
Thirjly ,  the  Stranger  and  the  Naked ,  the 

Sick  and  the  Imprifoned : - Some  of 

the  loweft  and  moll  miferable  Part  of  Man¬ 
kind,  whofe  hard  Fate  it  often  is,  to  be 
overlooked  and  defpifed  by  the  Pride  and 
Fulnefs  of  their  Betters,  upon  the  account 
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of  that  very  Want  and  Wretchednefs,  which 
mofl  ffrongly  plead  for  Compaffion  and  Re¬ 
lief.  Yet  poor  and  wretched  as  their  Con¬ 
dition  is,  and  mean  and  defpicable  as  their 
Perfons  may  appear,  our  Bleffed  Lord  is  not 
a  framed  to  call  them  Brethren  (a)  :  An  Ap¬ 
pellation,  which  does  the  higheft  Honour  to 
Humane  Nature,  that  it  is  capable  of  receiv¬ 
ing,  and  juftly  intitles  the  meaneft  that  par¬ 
takes  of  it  to  our  mod:  tender  Regard. 

It  is  a  Confideration  that  fhould  endear 
us  to  each  other,  whatever  Difference  there 
is  between  us  in  outward  Circumftances, 
that  We  are  all  the  Children  of  One  Com¬ 
mon  Father  ;  That  we  are  Brethren  by 
Creation ,  and  yet  more  fo  by  Redemption . 
But  the  Poor  have  an  additional  Title  to  our 
Love  and  Pity,  in  as  much  as,  befides  the 
Relation,  which  they  bear  in  common  with 
us,  to  One  God  and  Saviour,  They  are  the 
Brethren  of  Chrift  in  a  Senfe  peculiar  to 
Themfelves.  They  feefn  to  be,  in  the  Text, 
Emphatically  fo  called  by  Him,  on  account 
of  that  Poverty  which  he  condefcended  to 
partake  with  them  ;  nor  is  it  unnatural  to 
jfuppofe,  that  the  Feeling  He  himfelf  had 
of  their  Neceffities  and  Wants,  may  more 
flrongly  recommend  them  to  his  Compaf- 
fionate  Concern. 

But 

(a)  Heb.  ii.  u. 
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But  on  what  account  foever  it  is,  that 
He  hath  dignified  them  with  this  Title  $ 
whether  as  Man  only,  or  a  Man  of  Sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  Grief  ;  whether  as  an 
Exprefion  of  his  own  Tendernefs  and  Af- 
feftion  for  them,  or  as  a  Recommendation  of 
them  to  ours ;  fince  he  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed,  in  fo  particular  a  Manner,  and  up¬ 
on  fo  Jolemn  an  Occafion,  to  own  them  for 
his  Brethren ,  as  fuch  we  ought  to  look  upon, 

and  behave  ourfelves  towards  them.  And 

*  -  -  ■  •  .  »  «  •  ■  »  *  * 

I  am  perfuaded,  that,  the  more  we  confider 
them  in  This  Light ,  the  readier  we  (hall  be 
to  abound  in  all  the  Offices  of  Love  and  Pity, 
which  they  merit  for  his  Sake,  and  receive 
by  his  Appointment.  For  let  \xs  confider, 
in  the  fecond  place, 

II.  The  Perform  who  thus  gracioufly  ac¬ 
cepts  the  good  Offices  we  do  them.  Verily ,  1 
fay  unto  You ,  in  as  much  as  ye  have  done  it  un¬ 
to  one  of  the  leajl  of  thefe  my  Brethren ,  ye  have 

done  it  unto  ME, - To  Me,  Your  Lord 

and  Mafter,  Your  Saviour  and  Redeemer, 
Your  Lawgiver,  and  Judge,  and  King,  and 
GOD.  Who  is  there  amongft  us,  whofe 
Bowels  are  not  enlarged,  whole  Heart  is  not 
inflamed,  who  is  not  loft  in  Wonder  and 
Aflonifhment  at  this  unparalleled  Condefcen- 
fion  ?  Who  can  hear  this  gracious  Declara¬ 
tion,  without  being  at  a  Lofs  where  to  fix 
the  Bounds  and  Meafures  of  his  Charity  ?  Is 

B  z  it 


It  poffible  for  us  to  think,  that  we  can  ever  do 
enough  for  Him,  who  has  done  and  fuffered 
fo  much  for  Us  ?  For  Himy  who  by  his 
blelfed  Example  hath  taught  us,  and  by  his 
Grace  and  Bounty  enables  us,  to  do  that 
Good  with  which  He  is  fo  well  pleafed  ?  For 
Him ,  who  minutely  obferves,  and  faithfully 
records,  and  will  abundantly  recompenfe,  the 
very  lowed:  and  mod  inconfiderahle  Expref- 
fions  of  our  Good  Will  ?  Who  hath  af- 
fured  us,  that  Whofo  giveth  a  Cup  of  Water 
only ,  in  his  Name ,  to  any  of  the  leaf  of  thofe 
who  belong  to  him ,  fhall  not  lofe  his  Re¬ 
ward  (a)  ?  ' 

If  thefe  are  our  real  Sentiments,  why  do 
we  not  transfer  the  Expreffions  of  our  Af¬ 
fection,  whither  he  himfelf  defires  they  may 
be  transferred,  and  where,  he  hath  fo  fo- 
lemnly  declared,  they  will  be  no  lefs  accept¬ 
able  and  grateful  to  Him  ?  Since  we  cannot 
be  fo  happy  as  to  have  HIM  always  with  us , 
we  fhould  rejoice  and  be  thankful,  that  we 
have  dill  a  way  left  us,  to  make  fomething 
more  than  a  meer  verbal  Acknowledgment 
of  our  Gratitude  and  Dependance,  our 
Love  and  Duty,  in  that  the  Poor  (His 
Reprefentatives)  we  have  always  with  nsy 
and  whenfoever  we  will ,  we  may  Do  them 
Good  (b). 

(a)  Mark  he.  41.  (b)  Mark  xiv,  7. 

Let 
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Let  us  confider,  thirdly, 

III.  The  Service  itfelf,  upon  which  he 
condefcends  to  fet  fo  great  a  Value.  A  Ser¬ 
vice  natural,  eafy,  and  delightful  !  What 
indeed  can  be  more  fo,  than  for  us  to  part 
with  a  fmall  Portion  of  that  Abundance 
which  God  hath  bleffed  us  with,  (for,  ge¬ 
nerally  fpeaking,  the  greateft  cf  our  Chari¬ 
ties  rife  no  higher)  to  make  the  Wretched 
Happy  ?  and  to  pur  chafe  to  ourfelves  the 

BleJJing  of  him  that  is  ready  to  perijh  ? - 

To  employ,  what  might  otherwife  prove  a 
Snare  and  Temptation,  by  being  fquandered 
away  in  Extravagance,  or  hoarded  up  by 
Avarice,  to  the  mofl  excellent  and  ufeful 
Purpofes. - To  do  Good  to  others,  with¬ 

out  Prejudice  to  ourfelves  ?  or  rather  to  do 
Good  both  to  Ourfelves  and  Others  at  the 
fame  Expence  ?  For,  as  we  cannot,  if  we 
have  any  Humanity,  but  be  deeply  affedted 
with  the  Wants  and  Miferies  of  our  Fellow- 
Creatures,  fo  in  relieving  theirs ,  we  relieve 
our  own  Uneafinefs.  'The  Merciful  Man , 
(fays  Solomon )  doth  Good  to  his  own  Soul  (a). 
He  fhares  himfelf  the  Pleafure  and  Refrefh- 
ment  that  he  gives  to  others,  and,  by  a  pre** 
fent  Fund  of  exquifite  Delight,  anticipates, 
in  fome  meafure,  his  future  Recompence. 
And  it  was  the  Saying  of  a  Greater  than 


(a)  PfOV.  XI.  17* 


Solomon j 


Solomon ,  that  it  is  more  Blejfed  to  Give  than 
to  Receive  (a). 

It  is  not  indeed  the  intrinfic  Value  of 
what  we  beftow  in  Alms  or  Acts  of  Charity, 
but  the  Principle  of  Divine  Love  from  which 
they  fpring  (and  of  fuch  only  as  have  this 
fubftantial  Root  I  would  all  along  be  under- 
flood)  that  gives  them  Acceptance  in  the 
Sight  of  our  Redeemer.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  but  that,  wherever  this  Principle 
operates  in  its  full  Perfection,  it  would  carry 
us  forward,  if  Occafion  required,  to  the  moft 
exalted  Effects  of  it  j  even  to  the  felling  all 
we  have  and  giving  it  to  the  Poor  (b)y  and  , 
laying  down  our  hives  jor  the  Brethren  (c). 
But  thefe  are  Trials,  which  we  are  rarely 
called  to.  In  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  God’s 
Providence,  little  more,  if  any  thing,  is  re¬ 
quired  of  us,  than  that  we  flmild  be  merci- 
jul  after  our  Power  5  if  we  have  Much ,  that 
•we  give  plenteoujly  ;  if  Little ,  that  we  do  our 
Diligence  gladly  to  give  of  that  Little  ;  and 
even  by  this  we  fhall  gather  ourfelves  a  good 
Reward  in  the  Day  of  Necejjity  (d).  And 
fhall  we  with-hold  this  Eafy  Tribute  of  our 
Love  ?  Shall  we  think  even  This  too  much 
to  be  placed  to  his  Account,  who  gives  us 
All  Things  richly  to  enjoy  ?  How  fhould  we 
be  able  to  anfwer  thofe  higher  Demands, 

(a)  A&sxx.  35.  (h)  Mat  xix,  tu  (cj  1  Tobniii.  i6> 

(d)  Tob.  iv,  8,  9. 

which 
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which  might  juftly  be  made  upon  us,  if 
^  with  Difficulty  we  are  perfuaded  to  fo  mo¬ 
derate,  fo  reasonable,  fo  trivial  an  Acknow¬ 
ledgment,  of  Our  holding  All  that  we  pof- 
fefs  from  God ,  and  being  accountable  to  Him 
Jor  the  Dijpofal  of  it  ?  And  how  con¬ 
founded  and  felf-condemned  fhall  we  hand 
before  the  Judgment- Seat  of  Chrift ,  when 
that  Account  is  to  be  given  ;  and  how  un¬ 
pitied  (hall  we  depart  from  his  Prefence, 
with  a  Curfe,  if  found  wanting  in  thofe 
Adis  of  Charity  and  Mercy,  which  fhall  be 
the  main  Articles  of  our  Trial,  at  the  Great 
Day  of  Retribution,  after  this  peremptory 
Declaration,  upon  his  own  Veracity,  of  the 
Importance  of  them  to  our  Salvation,  and 
the  Peril  of  negledling  them  ? 

I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  You  are  before¬ 
hand  with  me  in  the  Application  of  this 
powerful  Incentive  to  Adis  of  Charity  in  ge¬ 
neral,  to  the  particular  Inflitution  which  I 
am  now  to  recommend.  There  is  fome- 
thing  fo  Appofte  to  the  Good  Work  we  are 
engaged  in,  in  the  feveral  Branches  of  Cha¬ 
rity  fpecified  in  the  Text,  that  the  very  Men¬ 
tion  of  them  muft  neceffarily  lead  your 
Thoughts  to  a  Defign,  which  feems  pur- 
pofely  contrived,  to  comprehend  under  it  as 
many  of  them  at  once,  as  any  fingle  Efta- 
blifhment,  in  the  Nature  of  it,  will  admit. 
An  Infirmary  for  the  Poor  is  not  barely  cal¬ 
culated 
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culated  for  Vifiting  and  Relieving  the  Sick  > 

- it  takes  in  the  Stranger - cloaths  the 

Naked  -  -  -  and  feeds  the  Hungry ,  in  the 
ftridteft  Senfe.  Whatever  Confederations, 
therefore,  inforce  the  Pradtice  of  any  of  thefe 
Duties  Singly ,  mult,  with  additional  Strength, 
recommend  an  Undertaking,  which  gives 
the  faireft  Opportunity  of  doing  fo  great  a 
Number  of  them  together,  with  the  utmofl 
Advantage. 

The  peculiar  Subferviency  of  an  Infir¬ 
mary  to  this  End  is  fo  evident  at  firft  Sight, 
the  Benefit  of  thefe  admirable  and  well- 
contrived  Charities  have  been  fo  particularly 
enumerated,  and  the  Encouragement  of 
them  fo  pathetically  recommended,  by  thofe 
who  have  gone  before  me  in  Difcourfes 
of  this  kind,  That  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to 
fay  more  than  has  been  faid  already,  or  to 
ufe  any  Argument  in  favour  of  them,  of 
which  moft  of  thofe  who  hear  me  are  not 
fufficiently  apprifed. 

I  have  myfelf  carefully  perufed,  and  at¬ 
tentively  weighed,  what  has  been  offered  to 
the  Publick  on  this  Subjedt  $  and  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  there  is  no  Perfon,  who 
has  done  the  fame,  but  will  readily  acknow¬ 
ledge,  €C  That  a  Defign  more  Charitable  in 
<c  itfelf,  more  extend vely  Beneficial  in  its 
Effedls,  or  that  carries  a  fairer  Appear- 
ance  of  Prudence,  Faithfulnefs  and  Fru- 

“  gality 
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sc  gality  in  the  Conduct  and  Application  of 
“  it,  can  hardly  be  devifed  by  the  Heart  of 
(C  Man,  or  was  ever  introduced  into  Hu- 
“  mane  Society.” 

It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  defcend  to  Par¬ 
ticulars,  which  have  been  often  repeated ,  and 
are  univerfally  allowed .  Permit  me  only  to 
recal  to  your  Thoughts  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  and  moft  important  Motives  that  concur 

to  recommend  it,  in  refpeCt  of - Our  own 

Satisfaction - of  the  Benefits  arifing  from 

it and  Of  its  manifeft  Tendency  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Honour 
and  Reputation  of  our  holy  Religion. 

i.  Firf  It  is  no  fmall  Recommendation 
of  this  Charity,  that  we  are  fully  fatisfied, 
that  the  Immediate  Obje&s  of  it  are  Such 
only  as  are  in  real  Diftrefs.  They  are  the 
Poor  Sick  and  Lame .  Names,  which,  at 
the  firft  hearing  of  them,  belpeak  Your 
Compafiion.  For  what  Condition  can  be 
more  truly  pitiable,  than  That  wherein  Sick- 
nefs  and  Poverty  meet  together,  and  add  to 
each  others  Weight  ? 

We  mu  ft  all  know,  from  what  we  have 
either  felt  ourfelves,  or  obferved  in  others, 
how  grievous  to  Humane  Nature  Pain  and 
Sicknefs  are,  even  in  Circumftances  that  af¬ 
ford  All  the  Alleviation  they  can  poffibly  re¬ 
ceive.  How  much  more  fo  muft  they  be 
to  Thofe,  who  are  deflitute,  not  only  of 

C  every 


[ » ] 

every  kind  of  Relief, *  that  is  feafonable  and 
proper,  but  of  the  Common  Nece furies  of 
Life,  at  the  fame  time  ?  If  thefe  are  Bur¬ 
dens,  that  neither  the  Tendernefs  of  Friend- 
ihip,  nor  the  Obfequioufnefs  of  Dependance, 
nor  the  Command  of  Wealth,  can  make 
eafy  or  tolerable,  when  inflicted  in  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree,  how  infupportable  muft 
be  the  Preffure  of  them,  when  aggravated 
by  Cruelty,  Negledt,  and  Want  ?  When 
Hunger,  and  Thirft,  and  Cold,  and  Naked- 
nefs,  are  the  fad  Attendants  of  racking  Rain 
or  lingering  Dijeafe  ;  and,  to  compleat  all, 
perhaps,  is  added,  the  Melancholy  Sight  of 
a  Starving  Family,  whofe  only  Support  has 
been  the  hard  Labour  of  a  poor  helplefs 
Creature,  now  doubly  fuffering  in  what  he 
feels  both  for  himfelf  and  them,  what  Scene 
can  be  more  affecting  ?  what  Circumftances 
more  deplorable  ?  or  who,  that  has  a  Heart 
of  Pity,  but  muft  feel  a  Share  of,  and  ten¬ 
derly  commiferate  fuch  accumulated  Dif- 
trefs  ? 

It  is  no  juft  Exception  either  to  the  Re¬ 
ality  of  this  Diftrefs,  (which  God  only 
knows  how  many  are  at  this  time  actually 
finking  under)  or  to  the  Charity  which 
fhould  relieve  it,  that,  by  the  Laws  in  Force, 
Every  Perfon  in  Want  is  fuppofed  to  be 
taken  care  of  at  the  proper  Place  of  his 
abode  -  -  -  and  that,  consequently,  no  .  one 

can 
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can  be  in  fo  forlorn  and  defolate  a  Condition, 

as  is  here  reprefented - nor,  if  he  really 

were,  ought  the  Burden  of  providing  for  his 
Relief  to  fall  upon  Others,  which  is  legally 
and  regularly  fixed  upon  the  Parifh  to  which 
he  belongs. 

For,  in  Anfwer  to  this,  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  i.  That  the  Legal  Provifion  for  the 
Poor,  even  upon  the  belt  Supposition  of  a 
due  Execution  of  the  Laws  for  their  Main¬ 
tenance  and  Support,  is  confeftedly  inade¬ 
quate  to  their  Neceffities  in  Extraordinary 
Cafes.  2.  That,  allowing  the  Sufficiency  of 
a  Parochial  Relief,  it  is  oftentimes  admini- 
ftred  in  fo  illiberal  and,  in  fome  Cafes,  fo 
exceptionable  a  Manner,  as  to  make  the  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  being  reduced  to  it,  efpecially 
to  thofe  who  have  lived  creditably  and  com¬ 
fortably  in  the  World,  more  dreadful  and 
afflidtive  than  the  Want  or  Sicknefs  which 
would  compel  them  to  have  recourfe  to  it. 
And,  3.  lafily ,  That  there  are  for  this  reafon. 
Great  Numbers  of  Sick  and  Lame ,  who,  tho* 
not  legal  Objects  of  the  Publick  Care,  have 


yet  an  equal,  if  not  a  better,  Title  to  our 
Charity  and  Companion,  than  Thofe  who 
are.  Add  to  all  this,  that  no  Man  of  a  truly 
charitable  and  generous  Heart  will  content 
himfelf  with  doing  juft  fo  much  Good,  as 
by  Law  he  is  obliged  to,  and  no  more. 
Such  a  one  will  feek  a  larger  Field  for  the 
\  C  3  Difplay 
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Difplay  of  his  Beneficence,  and  not  confine 
it  within  the  narrow  Bounds  of  his  own 
Neighbourhood  or  DiftriCl:,  if  he  has  the 
Means  and  Opportunity  of  extending  it  far¬ 
ther  ;  much  lefs  will  he  place  That  to  the 
Account  of  God  and  Religion,  as  a  Voluntary 
Charity ,  which  he  knows  he  may  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  by  the  Laws  of  his  Country.  But 
to  proceed. 

2.  As  we  have  this  Satisfaction,  that  the 
Objects  of  our  Charity  are  Real  Sufferers, 
and  deferve  our  Compaffion  $  fo  we  have 
all  reafonable  Aifurance,  that  what  we  con« 
tribute,  will  be  duly  applied  for  their  Re¬ 
lief. 

The  Government  and  Dire&ion  of  it  is 
in  the  Hands  of  Men  of  Character  and  For¬ 
tune  ;  who  have  no  Intereft  to  ferve  by  it, 
nor  Compenfation  for  the  Trouble  they  fo 
generoufly  give  themfelves,  but  the  Satif- 
faCtion  of  P  romoting  a  Publick  Good.  The 
Rules  and  Orders  by  which  it  is  regulated, 
have  with  great  Accuracy  been  adjufted,  af¬ 
ter  the  molt  careful  Examination,  and  con¬ 
formably  to  the  Experience  which  other 
Bflablifhments  of  the  fame  kind,  in  diffe¬ 
rent  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  have  already 
had  of  their  Ufefulnefs  and  Propriety.  And 
that  we  may  have  fomething  more  than  a 
Prefumpthe  Security  in  this  behalf,  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  State  and  Proceedings  of  the 
v  ‘  f  '  '  '  ’  ‘  "  "  Infirmary^ 
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Infirmary,  will  from  time  to  time  be  laid 
before  the  Publick,  by  which  every  one, 
who  is  concerned,  may  fully  inform  him- 
felf  how  his  Charity  is  employed,  and  make 
an  Eftimate  of  the  Good  which  is  done 
by  it.  An  Inftitution,  fo  well  guarded 
from  the  Poffibility  of  Abufe,  cannot  but  be 
particularly  acceptable  to  Such,  as  choofe  to 
have  their  Beneficence  under  the  Guidance 
of  Difcretion ;  who  would  neither  fee  that 
Relief,  which  is  due  only  to  Real  Wanty 
made  the  Encouragement  of  Impofture, 
Idlenefs  and  Vice  ;  nor  the  Purpofe  of  True 
Charity  defeated,  by  the  Iniquity,  Profufe- 
nefs,  or  Neglect  of  thofe  who  are  concerned 
in  the  Difpofal  of  it. 

II.  Of  the  Benefits  which  redound  from 
thefe  Charitable  Inftitutions,  the  firft  and 
moft  obvious  is,  the  great  Number  of  Lives 
hereby  faved  and  made  Serviceable  to  the 
Publick,  which  without  them  might  have 
been  lofiy  or  become  a  Burden  to  it.  For  the 
Indnfirious  Poor ,  as  much  as  we  are  apt  to 
overlook  them,  are  a  very  Necejfary  and  UJe - 
ful  Part  of  the  Community  :  Nor  ought  it 
to  be  forgotten,  that  to  the  Sweat  of  their 
Brows,  and  to  the  Labour  of  their  Hands, 
it  is  owing,  that  the  Rich  enjoy  the  Fruits 
and  Produce  of  their  own  Eftates,  and  are 
furnifhed  with  the  Accommodations  of  their 
Eafe  and  Pleafure,  Another  great  Advan- 
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tage  is,  that  the  good  Effects  of  them  are 
produced  at  a  very  fmall  Expence,  in  com-* 
parifon  of  what  they  would  require,  even  if 
it  could  be  fuppofed ,  that  the  fame  proper 
Afliftance  and  Advice,  due  Regimen,  ne- 
ceflary  Attendance,  Cleanlinefs,  Quiet,  and 
Regularity,  which  contribute  fo  much  to 
the  Recovery  of  a  Patient,  were  to  be  met 
with  all  together,  in  any  other  Place ,  by 
thofe  who  hand  in  need  of  it. 

It  has  been  laid  down  as  Matter  of  Fad:, 
confirmed  by  Experience,  that  diftreffed 
Objeds  are  taken  care  of  in  Infirmaries ,  for 
a  tenth  (a)  Part  of  what  mu  ft  neceffarily  be 
expended  for  them,  at  their  own  Habitations. 
So  that  the  fame  Contributions,  which,  if 
difpofed  of  Jeparately ,  and  in  a  private  man¬ 
ner,  would  barely  be  fufficient  for  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  thirty  or  forty  Perfons,  when  col- 
leded  together,  and  thus  providently  ma-* 
naged,  fliall  anfwer  the  Diftreffes  of  Three 
or  Four  Hundred,  And,  what  is  ftill  more, 
fuppofing  this  Coiiedion  to  be  doubled ,  it 
Ihall  then  extend  to  the  Relief,  not  of  twice 
cnly$  but  of  three  times  that  Number.  For, 
the  larger  the  Contribution  is  upon  the 
Whole,  the  more  is  the  Expence  of  each 
Patient  abated,  and  confequently,  the  more 
Room  there  is  for  the  Admiflion  of  others. 

For 

(a)  See  Dr.  Alured  Clarke's  Preface  to  his  Sermon, 
preached  in  the  Cathedral,  at  the  opening  of  the  County 
Infirmary  at  Winchejter .  Page  9  and  1  o,  8yo  Edit. 
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For  the  Proof  and  Illuftration  of  thefa 
Particulars  I  muft  refer  to  what  is  already 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Publick  (a).  The  Con- 
clufion  I  would  draw  from  them  is  this 
That  whoever,  out  of  a  Principle  of  Good- 
nefs  and  Compaffion  in  his  Nature,  or  by 
way  of  Gratitude  for  any  Mercy  received, 
or  from  a  Conviction  of  the  indifpenfable 
Neceffity  of  Good  Works  to  his  Salvation, 
or  from  a  Confcioufnefs  of  his  having  hi¬ 
therto  not  Sufficiently  attended  to  his  Obli¬ 
gations  of  this  kind - Whoever,  I  fay, 

from  thefe  or  any  other  Religious  Conside¬ 
rations,  ffiall  be  determined  within  himfelf 
to  Devote,  for  the  Remaining  Part  of  his 
Life ,  fuch  a  Portion  of  his  Subftance,  as 
he  can  properly  afford,  to  the  Relief  of  the 
Sick  and  Poor ,  cannot  make  Choice  of  Any 
Method ,  by  which  his  pious  Intentions  will 
be  fo  fully  anjwered,  or  his  Charity  do  fo 
much  Good ,  as  That,  to  which  he  is  now 
invited. 

And,  indeed,  were  there  no  other  Mo¬ 
tive  to  the  making  fuch  a  Refolution,  as  I 
have  juft  now  mentioned,  a  Good  Man 

would 

(a)  See  Extract  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Stonloufe  at  Northamp  • 
Son  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burton  of  Winehejler  -  -  -  The  Pro- 
pofals  for  eftablifhing  a  County  Hofpital at  Northamptony  toge¬ 
ther  with  The  Mercury  of  March  19,  1743-4 - and  The 

Letter  to  a  Gentleman  in  Berkjhire,  lately  publilhed,  to  pro¬ 
mote  an  annual  Subfcription  towards  the  erecting  of  a  County 
Injirmary  at  Beading . 


would  be  inclined  to  do  it,  merely  for  the 
Sake  of  Giving  Encouragement  to  a  Defign* 
the  Beneficial  Effects  whereof,  comparatively 
confidered,  bear  fo  great  an  Over-proportion 
to  the  Charitable  Contributions  alloted  for 
them. 

I  might  further  obferve,  that  much  Pains 
has  been  taken,  and  minute  and  exadt  Cal¬ 
culations  made  (a)  to  £hew,  that  Particular 
Parishes,  and  even  Private  Perfons,  may  be 
Real  Gainers,  in  point  of  Xntereft,  by  con¬ 
tributing  to  this  Work.  But  there  are  Mo¬ 
tives  of  a  Superiour  Nature,  more  proper  to 
be  infilled  upon  from  this  Place .  The  Gain, 
that  we  ought  principally,  if  not  folely,  to 
propofe  to  ourfelves  in  our  Defigns  of  being 
ufeful  to  Mankind^  next  to  his  Favour  and 
Approbation,  who  has  commanded  us  to  Do 
Good ,  hoping  for  nothing  again  (b),  (that  is, 
without  regard  to,  or  expectation  of,  any 
Worldly  Profit  or  Convenience)  and  to  the 

Recompence 

fa)  See  the  Northampton  Mercury  of  February  6,  1743-4; 
but  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  (by  an  Error  of  the  Prefs )  the 
Expence  of  an  Out-Patient  is  there  charged  at  3  s.  6d.  per 
Week  inftead  of  1;,  6d . 

Note ,  The  nvhole  Accommodation  of  an  In-Patient,  on  the 
exadejl  Calculation,  amounts  at  leaft  to  6s.  and  in  fmall 
Infirmaries  to  gs.  per  Week.  Winchefer  and  Exeter  have 
reckoned  their  In  and  Out  Patients,  promijcuoufy ,  at  5  s.  per 
Week,  which  comes  nearly  to  the  fame  thing  ;  tho’  that 
Method  is  not  fo  fatisfa&ory  to  the  curious  Inquirer,  who 
may  (as  I  am  credibly  informed)  depend  on  this  dijlintt  Com¬ 
putation. 

(b)  Luke  vi,  35. 
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Recompense  he  hath  promifed  us  at  the  Refur - 
reStion  of  the  Jufi,  fhould  he  the  Applaufes 
of  our  own  Minds  from  a  Confcientioufnefs 
of  Doing  Good,  out  of  a  Principle  of  Duty  ; 
and  the  Satisfaction  refulting  to  us  from  a 
Vtew  of  the  bleffed  Effects  of  our  Charity  and 
Beneficence,  in  the  Plappinefs  of  thofe  who 
are  relieved  by  it.  And  if  the  Prefervation 
of  Multitudes  from  Diftrefs  and  Ruin,  if 
the  Reftoring  thofe,  who  are  almoft  loft  for 
want  of  Help,  to  Themfelves  and  to  their 
Families ;  if  giving  them  Health  for  Sick- 
nefs,  Eafe  for  Pain,  Freedom  for  Confine¬ 
ment,  Strength  for  Weaknefs,  Chearfulnefs 
and  Tranquility  of  Mind  for  Sorrow,  Anxiety 

and  Defpair - If  thefe  are  Benefits  and 

Bleffings  to  Mankind,  let  the  Thoufands  pro¬ 
claim  them,  who,  in  the  Compafs  of  a  few 
Tears ,  have  been  difcharged  from  thefe  In¬ 
firmaries,  in  the  full  Poflefllon  and  Enjoy¬ 
ment  ;  Many,  after  a  no  lefs  tedious  than 
painful  Struggle  with  their  Calamities,  and 
when  every  other  Means  of  Relief  had  proved 
ineffectual. 

Nor  are  the  Benefits  of  an  Infirmary  con¬ 
fined  only  to  Bodily  Pain  and  Sicknefs,  but 
may  extend  themfelves  yet  further,  to  the 
Spiritual  Maladies  of  thofe  who  are  under 
the  Care  of  it.  The  Ignorant  here  may  be 
inftruCted,  and  the  Diffolute  reclaimed,  and 
the  Dead  in  Trefpaffe?  and  Sins,  thro’  the 
V  '  D  all- 
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all-powerful  Grace  of  God,  be  raifed  to  the 
Life  of  Righteoufnefs.  The  ftriCt  Regula¬ 
rity  to  which  the  Patients  are  obliged,  the 
Spiritual  Affiftance  which  is  charitably  ad- 
miniftred  to  them,  the  Aptnefs  of  Mens 
Minds  to  receive  religious  Impreffions  in 
time  of  Sicknefs  and  Diftrefs,  and  the  good 
Improvement  that  will  be  made  of  it,  to  the 
prefling  home  upon  them  their  Everlafling 
Concerns,  whilft  they  are  here  in  a  fuffering 
or  declining  Condition,  All  contribute  to  this 
happy  Change.  And  who  is  there,  that  feels 
not  an  inward  Pleafure  (a  Pleafure  that  muft 
greatly  over-pay  his  Liberality)  when  he 
reflects,  that,  by  a  fmall  Benefaction,  he 
may  be  happily  inftru  mental  not  only  to  the 
prolonging  of  a  mortal  Life,  but  to  the  Saving 
of  an  Immortal  Soul ! 

Th  ere  are  other  Good  EffeCts,  which 
thefe  Charitable  Foundations  are  fitted  to 
have  upon  the  Minds  and  Behaviour  of  the 
Lower  Sort .  The  Relief,  which  the  Mife- 
rable  here  meet  with,  muft  naturally  lead 
them  to  a  due  Senfe,  and  thankful  Acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  God’s  Goodnefs  and  Mercy,  in 
raifing  up  Benefactors  to  give  them  Help  in 
time  of  Need ,  which  may  have  a  fuitable 
Influence  upon  the  Remaining  Part  of  their 
Lives. 

It  muft  alfo  tend  to  give  the  Poor  in  ge- 
neral  grateful  and  honourable  Sentiments  of, 

and 
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and  inlpire  them  with  a  proper  Love  and 
Reverence  towards  their  Superiours,  to  fee 
them  thus  Active  and  Sollicitous  for  their 
Good  $  and  by  confequence  promote  that 
Harmony  and  Subordination ,  in  which  the 
Peace  and  Happinefs  of  Society  confifts. 

Lajily^  It  muft  greatly  add  to  the  Com¬ 
forts  even  of  their  Health  and  Strength,  and 
enable  them  to  go  through  the  hard  Service 
of  their  Station  with  Content  and  Chearful- 
nefs,  that  by  this  publick  Provifion  for  their 
Support  and  Relief  in  cafe  of  Sicknefs  or 
Accident,  they  are  in  great  meafure  fet  free 
from  thofe  difquieting  and  difmal  Apprehen- 
hons,  with  which  the  Profpe^t  or  Probabi¬ 
lity  of  fuch  an  Event  is  generally,  and,  in 
their  Circumftances,  (who,  at  bejl ,  but  eat 
the  Bread  of  Carejulnejs)  very  naturally, 
and  juftjy  attended. 

III.  The  laft  thing  I  mentioned,  as  a 
Recommendation  of  this  Charity,  was  the 
manifeft  Tendency  of  it  to  the  Glory  of 
God,  and  the  Honour  and  Reputation  of 
our  holy  Religion.  For  what  can  more 
powerfully  recommend  Chriftianity  to  the 
Efteem  and  Affe&ion  of  Mankind,  what 
can  render  it  more  venerable  and  lovely  in 
the  Eyes  of  its  Beholders,  than  thefe  amiable 
and  genuine  Fruits  of  it  ?  or  by  what  can 
we  more  advance  the  Glory  of  God,  who  is 
the  Author  of  every  good  and  perfect  Gift , 

D  z  than 


than  by  letting  our  Light  thus  Jhine  before 
Men ,  and  fhewing  ourfelves,  as  it  were. 
Fellow-workers  with  Himfelf,  in  contriving, 
promoting,  and  fecuring  the  Happinefs  of 
Mankind  ? 

That  this  Advancement  of  God's  Glory 
is  the  chief  End  both  of  our  Being  and  Re¬ 
ligion  ,  is  a  Truth,  in  which  Chriftians  of 
All  Parties  and  Perfuafions  are  unanimoufly 
agreed.  And,  by  how  much  the  more  it 
is  lamented  by  the  Wife  and  Good  of  every 
Denomination,  that  we  are  unhappily  divided 
in  any  other  refpedts,  the  more  they  will  think 
it  their  Common  Intereft  and  Duty,  to  join, 
without.  DifiinBiony  in  fuch  Good  Works ,  as 
are  moft  eminently  conducive  to  That  End. 
Let  not  therefore  the  Narrownefs  or  Jea- 
loufy  of  Party  Spirit  obftrudt  or  prejudice  an 
Undertaking,  which,  we  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  is  fo  highly  acceptable  to  Almighty  God. 
What  have  our  Religious  or  Civil  Differences 
to  do  with  an  Exercife  of  Charity  f  -  -  -  That 
Charity,  which  is  the  Bond  of  Peace  and 
Perfe&neis  ?  It  is  the  intrinfick  Excellence 
of  the  Work  itfelf,  and  the  Integrity  and 
Singlenefs  of  our  own  Intention  (not  the 
Principles  or  Motives  of  Any  who  may  con¬ 
cur  with  us)  that  challenges  our  Firft  and 
Immediate  Regard.  If  a  Defign  of  this 
Nature  brings  Glory  to  God ,  and  Benefit  to 
our  Brethren ,  and  adorns  the  DoBrine  of 
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Chrift  our  Saviour ,  That  furely  is  a  Recom¬ 
mendation  of  it  fufficient  to  outweigh  every 
Objection,  were  there  really  any\  that  could 
be  brought  againft  it. 

And  now  what  fhall  I  fay  more,  to  per- 
fuade  every  one  who  is  concerned,  readily 
to  unite  in,  and  ftedfaftly  and  vigoroufly  to 
profecute,  fo  Humane ,  fo  Chriflian ,  fo  God¬ 
like  a  Defign  ?  A  Nobler  Opportunity  of 
Doing  Good  cannot,  in  the  Opinion  of  many 
Worthy  and  Judicious  Perfons,  offer  itfelf 
to  All  who  are  well-difpofed.  And  Thofe 
at  leafl,  who  are  thus  perfuaded ,  we  may 
with  Earneftnefs  intreat,  (if  In  treaty  can  be 
wanting)  not  only  to  Contribute  Liberally 
and  Chearfully  themfelves ,  but  to  exert  all 
the  Influence  and  Credit  they  have  with 
others ,  to  engage  Them  to  do  the  like.  This 
will  fhew,  that  they  have  this  Charity  really 

at  Heart - that  what  Encouragement  they 

have  given,  or  fhall  give  to  it,  is  from  Ra¬ 
tional  and  Religious  Motives 3  from  a  tho¬ 
rough  Conviftion  of  the  Obligation  they  are 
under,  in  Imitation  of  the  Example,  and  in 
Obedience  to  the  Will  of  Chrift,  to  Do  All 
the  Good  they  pojjibly  can  3  and  to  a  Firm  Be¬ 
lief,  that  this  Defign  is  fuch,  from  which 
the  Greateft  Good  may  be  expected.  What - 
foever  they  do,  they  will  do  it  heartily ,  as 
unto  the  Lord ,  and  not  unto  Men  3  For  unto 
Jfim  they  do  it,  if  they  do  it  to  his  Brethren . 
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As  it  is  evidently  calculated  for  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Whole  County ,  fo  *tis  heartily  to  be 
wifhed,  and,  one  would  think,  it  might  rea- 
fonahly  be  expedted,  that  it  fhould  meet 
with  Suitable  Encouragement  from  Every 
Part  of  it.  And  it  would  have  been  Matter 
of  Surf  rife ,  as  it  muft  needs  be  of  Concern, 
that  any  One  Name  of  Worth  and  Character 
among  us  is  found  wanting  in  the  Number  of 
our  Subfcribers,  were  it  not  a  Common  Ob- 
fervation,  that  in  the  Variety  of  Judgments, 
Interefts,  and  Affedtions,  which  divide  Man¬ 
kind,  the  Bejl  Defigns  do  frequently  fuffer, 
and  fometimes  prove  abortive,  thro’  Miftake, 
and  Prejudice,  and  unfair  or  partial  Repre¬ 
fen  tation. 

It  is  however  fome  Abatement  to  this 
Melancholy  Refledtion,  that,  tho*  the  Firji 
Propofal  of  fuch  Defigns  may,  for  the  Rea- 
fons  above-mentioned,  and  thro’  a  Diffidence 
of  the  Succefs  of  them ,  be  Coldly  received  by 
ferfons  Qtherwife  well-dilpofed,  and  ready 
to  promote  every  Humane  and  Beneficent 
Undertaking,  yet,  when  their  Prejudices  are 
once  removed,  and  their  Miftakes  redlified, 
they  generally  make  amends  for  their  for¬ 
mer  Indifference,  by  being  the  more  Warm 
and  Adfive  in  fupporting  them  afterwards. 

And,  as  the  Bleffing  of  God  hath  fignally 
attended,  and  his  Providence  condudled^ 
every  Work  of  this  kind,  that  hath  hitherto 

been 
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been  begun,  we  have  Reafon  to  hope,  and 
Encouragement  to  befeech  Him,  that  he 
will,  in  like  manner,  extend  his  Favour  to 
This  of  Ours ,  that  he  will  profper  the  Work 
of  our  Ha?ids  upon  us ,  and  multiply  the  Seed 
/own  (a),  and  in  his  own  good  time  remove 
every  Obflrudtion,  that  may  prevent  or  re¬ 
tard  the  Growth  and  Increafe  of  it. 

In  the  mean  while,  let  no  Endeavours  be 
wanting  on  Our  Part ,  no  Argument  omit¬ 
ted,  no  Method  of  Perfuafion  left  untried, 
that  may  be  proper  to  engage  the  Concur- 
-  rence  of  All,  whofe  Hearts  and  Hands-are 
yet  to  join  with  us. 

The  Conduct  of  St.  Paul  will  afford  us 
Matter  of  Inftru&ion,  well  worthy  of  our 
Attention  and  Regard,  in  Applications  of 
this  kind.  We  may  obferve,  that  tho’  he 
directs  Timothy  in  general  to  charge  them, 
who  are  rich  in  this  Worlds  that  they  be  ready 
to  Give ,  and  glad  to  dijlribute  (b)y  yet  he 
ufes  great  Delicacy  of  Addrefs,  when  he  is 
perfuading  the  Corinthians  to  a  Particular 
Contribution.  He  endeavours  to  provoke 
their  Zeal  by  the  Example  of  Others,  who, 
to  their  Power ,  he  bears  them  record ,  yea, 
and  beyond  their  Power ,  were  willing  of 

themfelves  (c)  - - Pie  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  Point 

in  which  their  Honour  was  concerned,  (and 
not  theirs  only ,  but  his  alfo)  that  the  Large- 


(a)z  Cor.  ix.  jo.  (b)  1  Tim,  vi.  16.  (c)  2  Cor.  viii.  3, 
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nefs  of  their  Contribution  fhould  be  anfwer- 
able  to  the  Expectation  he  had  raifed  of  their 
Zeal  and  Munificence  (a)  -  -  He  tells  them, 
that  he  means  not  that  fome  fhould  be  burdened \ 
and  others  eafed ;  but  there  fhould  be  an 

Equality  (b) - And,  laftly,  that  he  fpeaks 

not  by  Commandment ,  but  by  Occajion  of  the 
Forward-refs  of  others ,  and  to  prove  the  Sin- 
cerity  of  their  Love  (c). 

In  this  engaging  manner  does  that  Great 
Apoflle  and  Matter  of  Perfuafive  Eloquence, 
who  (as  he  elfe where  fpeaks)  might  have 
been  bold  in  Chrifl  to  enjoin  what  was  con¬ 
venient  (d),  fet  himfelf  to  inTreat  the 
Charity  of  the  Publick. 

Agreeably  to  this  Pattern,  and  war¬ 
ranted  by  this  Authority,  I  might  here,  if  it 
were  neceffary,  excite  your  Emulation  by  the 
Zeal,  and  Spirit,  and  Liberality,  that  has  been 
fhewn  in  other  Places,  on  the  like  Occafion. 
A  County  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  its  Extent,  by  the  Number  of  its 
Inhabitants  of  Rank  and  Fortune,  may  with 
Modefiy  be  prefumed  at  leaft  as  able,  God 
forbid  it  fhould  be  lefs  willing,  to  promote 
and  fupport  Any  Good  and  Ufeful  Work  ! 
I  might  fuggeft  -  -  -  That  the  Eyes  of  the 
Publick  are  upon  us  -  -  -  that  the  Honour 
and  Credit  of  the  Rich,  ns  well  as  the  Benefit 
*  t  of 

(a)  2  Cor .  viii.  24,  and  ix.  4,  (b)  2‘Cor,  viii.  14. 

({c)  2  Cor,  viii,  8,  (d).Vh ita,  8.  *  N  - 
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of  the  Poor,  are  deeply  interefted  in  giving 
to  What  is  already  Jo  far  advanced ,  fiich  a 
Degree  of  Stability ,  Perfection  and  Extent , 
as  may  appear  neither  unequal  to  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  Thofe  who  have  gone  before,  nor  un¬ 
worthy  the  Imitation  of  Thofe  who  (hall  come 

after  us,  in  the  fame  Charitable  Defigns. - 

That  we  are  however  far  from  expecting  that 
the  Accomplifhment  of  it  fhould  reft  wholly 
upon  thofe  of  Higher  Rank ,  being  willing 
and  defirous,  that  Every  One ,  in  his  Sphere 
and  Proportion,  may  have  a  Share  (I  will 
not  fay  in  the  Burden ,  but)  in  the  Plcafure 
and  Credit  of  Contributing  to  fo  glorious 

an  Undertaking. - And  laftly,  that  Every 

Man’s  Contribution,  be  it  great  or  final!, 
will  be  thankfully  received  as  the  Pledge 
and  Teftimony  of  his  own  Free  Benevolence ; 
as  a  Matter  of  Bounty  (a)y  which,  however 
warmly  we  may  follicit,  we  defire  not  to 
extort ,  much  lefs  do  we  claim  any  Autho¬ 
rity  to  Command .  This  only  let  us  add,  with 
the  fame  Apoftie,  that  he  that  foweth  fpa- 
ringly,  fall  reap  fparingly ,  and  he  that  foweth 
bountifully ,  fhall  reap  alfo  bountifully  :  Every 
one ,  according  as  he  purpofeth  in  his  Hea?*t , 
fo  let  him  give ,  not  grudgingly ,  or  of  Necef 
fty ,  for  God  loveth  a  Chearful  Giver  (b). 

Those  on  whom  God  has  bellowed,  to¬ 
gether  with  Wealth,  and  Power,  and  Ho- 

E  nour, 

W  2  Cor,  ix.  5.  (b)  i  Cor,  lx,  7, 
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nour,  a  Mind  and  Difpofitions  equal  to  their 

Abilities  ; - whom,  in  this  Elevation  of 

Life,  he  has  bleft  with  humble ,  tender ,  and 
generous  Hearts ,  want  not  to  be  reminded, 
that  ’tis  Their  Duty ,  Their  Glory ,  Their 
Happinefs ,  to  be  Rich  in  Good  Works .  They 
will  not  think  a  Diminution  of  their  Great- 
nefs,  to  condefcend  to  Men  oj  low  ejlate  (a)  ; 
to  look  with  an  Eye  of  Pity  upon  the  Suf¬ 
ferings,  or  give  a  helping  Hand  to  the  Re¬ 
lief,  of  thofe  beneath  them.  They  know 
-  -  -  that  of  All  the  Pleafures  and  Gratifica¬ 
tions  with  which  their  Affluence  can  furnifh 
them,  no  Delight  is  fo  exquifite  as  that  of 

Doing  Good  ; - That  of  all  the  Titles  they 

are  diftinguifhed  by,  none  is  more  illuftrious, 
than  (wdiat  they  fhare  with  God  himfelf) 
that  of  Patrons  of  the  Afflicted,  and  Helpers 

oj  the  Frie?idlejs. - -  That  there  is  no  Ufe 

of  Riches,  but  in  the  Enjoyment  of  them  ; 
nor  any  true  Enjoyment,  but  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  them  to  Beneficial  Purpofes - That 

their  Great  Pojfejfons  were  not  given  to  Them 
for  Themfelves  only,  but  for  the  Benefit  and 

Relief  of  thofe  who  want - That,  exalted 

as  they  are  above  the  reft  of  their  Fellow- 
Creatures,  they  have  Themfelves  a  Mafler , 
who  experts  this  Service  from  them,  and 

will  require  it  at  their  Hands - And  that 

nothing  will  more  efiedtually  recommend 

them 

(a)  Rom.  xii.  1 6. 
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them  to  his  Favour,  nothing  more  endear 
them  to  the  Affedtion  of  Mankind,  nothing 
give  them  more  folid  Comfort  and  Support 
when  they  fhall  hand  in  greateft  need  of  it, 
nothing  make  their  Names  and  Memories 
more  bleffed  and  reverenced  upon  Earth,  no¬ 
thing  more  increafe  and  enlarge  their  Joy  and 
Reward  in  Heaven,  than  a  Faithful  and  Con- 
fa  entious  Performance  of  it. 

With  Gratitude  and  Pleafure  we  re¬ 
flect,  that  Perfons  of  fuch  noble  and  gene¬ 
rous  Sentiments  as  thefe,  have  not  %een 
wanting  to  Patronize  and  Encourage  our 
prefent  Undertaking.  Perfons,  who  'are  an 
Ornament  and  Blefling  to  the  Age  in  which 
they  live,  and  the  Effedts  of  whofe  Good- 
nels  will  be  felt  and  enjoyed  by  Generations 
yet  to  come.  May  the  Number  of  them 
increafe  !  and  may  that  God  who  put  it  firft 
into  their  Hearts,  hill  more  and  more  in- 
fpire  them  with  the  Zeal  and  Confolation  of 
Well-Doing,  that  they  may  fee  this  Charity 
have  its  perfeB  Work .  But  to  thofe  alfo  of 
more  contracted  Fortunes  we  have  been 
much  obliged.  The  Contributions  already 
raifed  are  more  than  could  be  hoped  for  in 
fo  fhort  a  time  ;  and  much  more  may  yet 
be  done,  would  every  one  add  his  Part  ac-, 
cording  to  his  Power. 

Let  none  of  us  then  content  himfelf  with 
thinking  (as  we  are  apt  to  do)  how  Liberal 

he 
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he  would  be,  had  he  this  Man’s  Eftate,  or 
were  in  that  Man’s  Circumftances,  but  let 
each  confider  and  do,  what  be  himfelf  is 
able.  Where  the  Ability  is  indeed  but  frnall, 
there  is  the  lefs  to  be  expefted.  In  Almf- 
giving.  as  in  every  other  Chriftian  Duty,  the 
Performance  will  be  eftimated  in  proportion 
to  the  Means  and  Opportunities  vouchlafed 
for  it ;  and  of  rhofe  only  to  whom  Much  is 
given ,  (hall  be  much  required.  But,  tho’  the 
Exigencies  of  the  Publick,  added  to  thofe  of 
every'  Man’s  refpe&ive  Rank  and  Station, 
(which  are,  indeed,  very  large  Abatements 
even  of  a  Plentiful  Subfiftence)  may  difable 
Many  of  us  from  doing  Much ;  yet  few  there 
are,  I  hope,  who,  if  but  heartily  willing , 
are  .hot  alio  able  to  do  Jo  met  king .  Let  us 
deal  faithfully  with  our  own  Plearts  in  a 
Matter  of  this  Importance.  Are  there  no 
Expences  that  we  can  pofiibly  retrench  ? 
no  Indulgences  of  Eafe  and  Pleafure  that 
we  may  profitably  deny  ourfelves,  in  order  to 
be  qualified,  with  more  Conveniency,  to 
caft  our  Mite  into  this  Common  Treafury  ? 
If  we  can,  let  us  be  as  fully  afured ,  as  the 
Truth  and  Promiffes  of  God  can  make  us, 
that  what  we  thus  lend  to  the  Lord ,  will,  either 
here  or  hereafter,  or  both,  by  Him  be  faith¬ 
fully,  and  with  Intereft,  repaid.  God  only 
Jmows,  what  Revolutions  in  the  Families 
or  Fortunes  of  Any  of  Us  Time  may  pro- 

duoe ! 
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duce  !  and  whether  the  Bread  we  now  cafi 
upon  the  Waters ,  after  many  Days ,  we  or 
our  Poflerity,  may  not  find  again  (a).  But, 
at  what  diftance  foever  we  may  be  removed 
from  the  Apprehenfion  of  Want ,  none  of 
us  can  allure  himfelf  of  an  Exemption,  no 
not  for  a  Day,  or  an  Hour,  from  Pain  and 
Sicknefs,  And  whenever  it  fhall  pleafe  God 
to  vifit  us  with  either ,  we  fhall  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  think  that  Charity  ill  bellowed,  which 
will  fo  eminently  intitle  us  to  the  Bleffing 
peculiarly  promifed  to  him  that  conlidereth 
the  Sick  and  Needy,  the  Lord  fhall  comfort 
him  when  he  lieth  Sick  upon  his  Bed ,  make 
thou  all  his  Bed  in  his  Sicknefs  (b). 

And,  when  Pain,  and  Sicknefs,  and  Death 
itfelf,  fhall  be  no  more  ;  When  the  Son  of 
Man  fhall  come  in  his  Glory ,  to  judge  the 
World ;  and  Pligh  and  Low,  Rich  and  Poor, 
the  Reliever  and  the  Relieved,  fhall  Hand 
before  his  Throne,  to  receive  every  one  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Works  ;  then  fhall  the  ABs 
of  Charity ,  which  we  have  done  for  His 
Sake,  receive  from  Him  this  honourable  Ac¬ 
knowledgment  and  Acceptance,  this  happy 

and  glorious  Reward - Come,  ye  Blejfed  of 

my  Father ,  inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for 
You  from  the  Foundation  of  the  World  >  For 
I  was  an  hungred ,  and  ye  gave  me  Meat  ;  I 
was  thirfiy ,  and  ye  gave  me  Drink  •  1  was 

0 

(a)  Ecclef.  xi.  (b)  Pfal.  xli,  3, 


[  32  ] 

a  Stranger ,  and  ye  took  me  in  ;  Naked ,  #/zz/ 
ye  chathed  me  ;  1  was  Sick ,  <7Z2z/  _yo  vifited 
me  ;  /  mzr  i/2  Prifon  and  *ye  came  unto  me . 
For,  verily ,  I  fay  unto  Tou ,  2V2  ?rz/o/> 

jo  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  leaf  of  thefe 
my  Brethren ,  jo  /wo  dW  zV  unto  Me. 


FINIS . 
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